
Hello, soybean farmers! I hope you are enjoying this 
winter season and finding some relaxation time after a 
successful harvest. We had an impressive state yield 
average of 42 bushels per acre, and I’m sure you’re all 
looking forward to the next planting season. 

During this chilly winter, the New Jersey Soybean 
Board (NJSB) is staying busy. NJSB and the United 
Soybean Board (USB) worked together to create the 
New Jersey Soybean Handbook, which will be handed 

out at our annual Producers Meeting in February. Various research and 
extension personnel, with the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, and their colleagues across the nation 
contributed to the content of this handbook. NJSB hopes that you will find it 
useful in making management decisions for your farm throughout the year, and 
that it will ultimately improve your profitability. If you are unable to attend the 
meeting but would still like a copy, please contact NJSB 
at 609-585-6871. 

As always, please feel free to contact me or NJSB 
Executive Director Debbie Hart with any questions.

-Brian Palmer, Chairman, New Jersey Soybean Board
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Gearing Up for the 2015 Planting Season 
Planting season is just around the 
corner. This winter you’ve been 
servicing equipment, marketing stored 
grain and spending time with your 
family. Another important wintertime 
task you’ve been working on is deciding 
your management strategies for the 
upcoming year. This includes going 
over data from the previous season to 
determine what seed, fertilizer and 
management practices to use in the 
upcoming year. 

NJSB and the soy checkoff invests a 
major part of its budget on research to 
help you protect and increase your 
yields and profit potential. The 
checkoff works hard to get the results 
of these projects into your hands so you 
can put them to use. 

Below are some things to consider 
before the upcoming planting season.

Weed management:  
Herbicide-resistant weeds can 
significantly decrease yields and sharply 
increase input costs if additional 
herbicides must be applied. It’s 
important to control weeds present in 
soybean fields year-round: before 
planting, at planting, after emergence 
and after harvest. Therefore, successful 
weed management must be approached 
as a yearlong process. 

continued   

NJSB Producers Meeting 
– February 17
You’re invited to attend NJSB’s fourth 
annual Producers Meeting on February 
17, at Rutgers University EcoComplex 
in Bordentown. Registration begins at 
8:30 a.m. and ends at 3 p.m. This 
informational session, which is free to 
all soybean farmers, will cover topics 
such as grain-merchandising tools, 
global and national marketing analysis, 
a review of 2014 pest problems and a 
management-strategies update for 
2015. Farmers can sign up by calling 
the NJSB headquarters at  
609-585-6871.
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“There is not one specific thing 
farmers can do to manage herbicide-
resistant weeds,” said Mark VanGessel, 
Ph.D., extension weed specialist, 
University of Delaware. “They need to 
think about it from an overall 
management standpoint. Farmers 
should be thinking about weed 
management year-round, particularly 
with Palmer amaranth.”

Now is the time to create a plan of 
action for the coming year, 
considering available herbicides to 
control the weed spectrum in each 
field. Farmers should also consider 
alternatives to implement in case of 
weather delays, attend educational 

meetings and explore new technologies 
to help reduce herbicide resistance. 

Fertilizers:  
Fertilizer can be one of the biggest 
expenses on the farm and is essential to 
the vitality of crops. Farmers should 
look at their field history and past soil 
samples to determine if nutrient rates 
are adequate for their fields. The pH 
level is the first thing farmers should 
look at because it affects the soil in 
many ways and has so many 
interactions with other nutrients. 

Seed treatment:  
Evaluating the value of a seed treatment 
is not an easy task. Seed treatments do 
not have an outright visible effect on 

the plants, but treatments offer a 
variety of benefits that may be 
beneficial for your field and act as a 
form of insurance.

Data indicate that many fungicides are 
consistently beneficial, but plant health 
and other seed treatments depend on 
your operation. 

Select and apply seed treatments based 
on the following factors: 

•  Diseases, insects and nematodes 
that are prevalent in your area. 

•  Early-season pests that need to be 
minimized to ensure a good stand. 

914 Spruce Street
St. Louis, MO 63102
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Sponsored by USB, See for Yourself is a weeklong program that offers  
10 farmers from around the country the chance to evaluate the work of the 
soy checkoff and see how the meal and oil from their soybeans are put to use 
domestically and internationally. 

Do you want to know where your soybeans go beyond the elevator? 

To find out more and apply for the program,

USB will cover all travel, lodging and meal costs  
if you are selected for the program. 

Or why customers like the animal agriculture sector and biodiesel  
industry are so important to your bottom line?  

Then apply for the 2015 See for Yourself program today. 
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